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Editorial
An Enduring Partnership for Prosperity
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C
ollaborative partnerships with NY 

state growers are vital to the success 

of the Experiment Station in Geneva.  

Working with the NY fruit industries on 

diverse research and extension programs 

in breeding, plant growth and management, 

disease and pest management, food safety 

and value-added product development will 

continue to be major components of our 

portfolio that contribute signifi cantly to the 

NY economy.

The downturn of the global economy 

is impacting everyone but should not 

impede us from seeking opportunities to 

strengthen our programs and relationships.  

Th is year we look forward to the release 

of outstanding new apple varieties as well 

as the development of new models for the 

management of those varieties by industry 

partners.  Th e evolution of our approach in 

this relatively new endeavor is progressing 

through open forums that help to further 

solidify the Cornell-industry partnership. 

Major objectives are to enhance industry 

profitability and return critical financial 

support to the breeding programs. 

Another step toward enhancement of our 

partnership was the establishment in 2007 

of the NYSAES Advisory Council, comprised 

of several leaders of New York’s diverse food 

and agriculture industries.  We are pleased 

that among our Council members are fruit 

growers Jeff Crist, Walter Blackler, Bob 

Brown, Brian Nicholson, and Jim Bittner.  

Th e Council provides strategic guidance to 

the Station and College leadership by serving 

on specifi cally-targeted task forces to address 

current and future issues of the Station.  

Another major accomplishment has been 

the establishment of the Herman M. Cohn 

Professorship held by Susan Brown and 

subsequently the establishment of the Cornell 

Tree Fruit Genomics Initiative Susan directs.  

We will welcome the Initiative’s fi rst faculty 

member, Dr. Kenong Xu, in January.  Kenong 

will conduct research that is expected to add 

signifi cantly to our understanding of how 

specific apple genes affect fruit and tree 

quality attributes.  In addition he will have a 

30% extension responsibility, allowing him to 

develop biotechnology education programs 

for diverse stakeholder audiences.

I would also like to take this opportunity 

to thank the New York Apple Research and 

Development Program, NY Berry Growers 

Association, the NYFVI and all of the 

other grower-driven organizations for their 

continued support through prosperous and 

challenging years alike.  Year after year, these 

grower associations, together with the NY 

Department of Agriculture and Markets, 

have played major roles in sustaining the 

outstanding eff orts of Cornell faculty and 

staff  at the Experiment Station in Geneva  

It is truly a pleasure to collaborate with 

colleagues who appreciate the importance 

of research and are so willing to give of their 

time and funds to support research and 

extension.  I look forward to working with 

you in the coming year. 

Th omas J. Burr
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